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Ropley’s Webb Lane — a classic “green lane”

Ropley — a village centre that’s both green and historic

Millennium lambs
from Maple Farm
demonstrate
Ropley’s continuing
rural character
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Introduction — by Chairman
Several thousand villages in England over the last 20
years have carried out village appraisals, with the encouragement and backing of District Councils and
the Countryside Commission. Some have produced
second or updated appraisals 10 or 20 years after the
first. Their purpose was to identify the key issues
and find out the view of the individuals in the village, and of the community as a whole; to put them
on record; to develop a plan of action; to improve
the amenities and environment; to make recommendations for the District Council and the Parish
Council to take account of, so that the priorities on
expenditure reflect the wishes of the community.
Many of us make assumptions, whether as individuals or as representative bodies, about our local
community and what it does or does not want.
Sometimes this is based on what we hear, casually,
sometimes it’s an extension of our personal views or
prejudices. There is only one way to find out what
people really think, which is to ask them directly.
That’s what this Appraisal is about.
The Ropley Village Appraisal cost £2500, and
was funded by the East Hants District Council, the
Parish Council, the Ropley Society and a grant from
the Millennium Commission. It has been carried
out and produced by volunteers.
The Appraisal was initiated by the Ropley Society at a Public Meeting in October 1998, which led
to the formation of a Steering Group. Local societies
were consulted on key issues and in early 1999 sub
groups were formed to select the questions. A pilot
questionnaire was printed and distributed to 20
households in June ’99, with the main questionnaire
being distributed to each of the 605 houses in the
village in July by a team of 36 volunteers. The answers made up 100,000 items of data from 455 responses and these were fed into a special Village Appraisal computer programme in August and analysed through October and November. This report
was printed in March 2000 and the results will be
presented to the Parish Council Annual Meeting and
to a Public Meeting on 7th April 2000.
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Ropley’s
Millennium
Beacon — lit
at midnight
on December
31st 1999 as
the church
bells rang out
to mark the
start of a new
millennium.
In the background is the
Cricket Club.

We begin our report with scene-setting sections,
about the village today and its history in the early,
middle and recent periods. In Part 2 we describe
how the appraisal was carried out and then follows
the bulk of the report containing the results of the
appraisal. Some historical comments in the appraisal sections are included to provide perspective,
and to show that efforts have continuously been
made to adapt the facilities and environment to the
needs of the village. It is the hope of the Committee
that the appraisal will give a boost to any necessary
change to leave the village in a better state for the
population of the next century. The report ends with
overall conclusions.
Finally I would like to thank the author, the
Committee, our volunteers and sponsors. Without
their help the project would not have been completed successfully.
Bill Gregg
Chairman

Ropley Today

The Chequers Pub
— when the horse
was king

The village of Ropley in Hampshire covers an area of
about 10 square miles on the western slopes of a
ridge that runs south to north and divides the basin
of the Wey and Meon rivers from the Arle and the
Itchen. It’s one of the most attractive villages surrounding the market town of Alresford, itself generally seen as one of the finest Georgian towns in the
south of England. There are approximately 600
homes and 1630 inhabitants, scattered widely
around the lanes that meander through the rolling
countryside.

The Chequers Pub
— now the motor
vehicle is king!

The centre of the village has the particularly good
fortune to be a mile off the main A31 trunk road,
and half a mile off the Petersfield Road. The centre
has one shop and Post Office, the Primary School,
the Church, Parish Hall, Coffee Rooms, and the Recreation Ground. A mile away on the A31 there are
scattered the two pubs, the Anchor and the Chequers, the Dene Stores, the Toyota garage and Shell
petrol station, and the doctors’ surgery. Further up
the hill to the north are the sheds and station of the
Mid-Hants Railway with its steam trains (also
known as the Watercress Line) which runs from
Alton to Alresford, and another garage.

Ropley Dene
showing Dene
Stores, Ropley
Toyota and various
houses along the
A31
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Early History
The higher lands in the east of Ropley were originally part of the great Andredsweald forest which
originally covered much of Southern England. Alice
Holt and Woolmer are the only extensive woods that
remain of this in Hampshire (though they are not
primary woodland) and fractions remain in Ropley
in Old Down Wood, Dogford Wood, Charlwood,
Winchester Wood and Stoney Brow.
The earliest evidence of human existence is
from the later Bronze Age (about 1000 BC). A Barrow (used as burial ground) used to stand in a field
to the West of Old Down Wood but was levelled in
living memory. A beautiful gold torque necklace was
dug up in Lyewood in 1845 dating from this period,
a replica of which can be seen in the Curtis Museum
in Alton. It is probable that there were early settlements in the Dean, with a Roman road, but there is
no direct evidence of this. Roman coins have been
found in Ropley, but the nearest Roman ruins have
been found in Bighton and Bramdean on the outskirts of Ropley.
The name Ropley is probably Anglo-Saxon, the
meaning uncertain. “Ley” was originally a wood and
later a glade in a wood. “Dean” in Anglo-Saxon
means an open glade bordering woodland, and the

The Ropley Torque — an “armilla”
or armlet. The original is in the
Royal Cornwall Museum having
been purchased from Sir John
Evans in 1925

local names of Bramdean, Bordean, Brockwood
Dean and Ramsdean trace the original borders of
the Andredsweald forest. Imagine a landscape of
predominantly thick forest, with clearings made in it
by settlers which gradually developed into farms,
leading to a scattering of small hamlets at North
Street (“Straet” means “hamlet”), South Street,
Church Street, Gilbert Street.

The village centre
pond
— Archbishop’s
Cottage can be
seen behind on the
left
6 — Ropley at the Millennium

The Forge in
approximately
1906 — the horsedrawn era was
drawing to a close

In Domesday Book times Ropley was part of the
“Hundred of Bishops Sutton” (or “Ashley”), owned
by the Bishop of Winchester from 1136 and remained part of the jurisdiction of Bishop’s Sutton
until it became a separate parish in 1882. Throughout these centuries it must have been largely self
supporting, with transport mostly by foot, by horse
or horse drawn carriage for those who could afford
it. In 1822 William Cobbett in his “Rural Rides” refers to the good wheat in the area, and the fine
swedes on Ropley Dean. The village was noted for its
fine flowers, which with the soil suitable for horticulture produced a flourishing bee keeping industry.
Honey was used for the production of mead in
Saxon and medieval times and William the Conqueror is said to have obtained his honey from Ropley. There used to be several ponds at the Dean,
Chase Farm in Gilbert Street, Andrews Lane, and the
top of Church Street, which is the only one remaining in the village centre. There also used to be one
outside the Forge, the railings can still be seen. Another evidence of earlier times is the line of dells,
some large and others just depressions in the
ground, which stretch from West Tisted to
Medstead, dug for marling (lime fertilising) the
land. In the course of time chalk quarries were cut
for marling and chalk quarrying for agriculture became a widespread industry, Ropley’s local quarry
was still working in the late 90’s in Soames Lane.
Throughout all these centuries the Church was the

centre of village life. The first Church at St Peter’s
was built in the 11th century, the only remaining
features are the door to the present south transept,
and part of the south and west walls. It was extended
in the 13th century with the expansion of local trade
and farming, and the bell tower added at the end of
the 14th century, with further improvements in the
15th. Seating was extended again in the 18th and
19th centuries, but at the end of the 19th century it
was in poor condition and it was thoroughly rebuilt
in the Victorian manner, losing much of its original
charm.
A Mission Church was established in
Monkwood in 1936, still used for worship, and a
Methodist chapel in Vicarage Lane in 1909, now a
private house. Eleanor House was also a Methodist
chapel, and a further one stood next door to
Hunwood House in Charlwood.

The Forge in the
new millennium
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Middle History
Smuggling
Most of history has passed Ropley by. The Civil War
skirted its edges with the Battle of Cheriton in 1644,
which has been described as a turning point in the
Civil War, forcing King Charles from the offensive to
a defensive position. The monument to this battle is
outside the parish boundary, on the road to
Cheriton. It is worth a visit for being in a lovely valley with fine paths and lanes around for walking.
But Ropley did at least play a notable part in
the smuggling trade, some saying it was the real centre of smuggling in Hampshire in the 19th century,
with villagers and gentry combining forces to defeat
the best efforts of the excise officers. At its height
smuggling is believed to have accounted for up to a
third of all trade in England, with full scale battles
between the smugglers and excise officers involving
hundreds of men a frequent occurrence. Covering a
wide wooded area of relatively isolated farmsteads
and on the north road from Portsmouth, Ropley was
an ideal distribution point for smuggled goods
which came up from the coast by cart or pack horse,
usually at night. “Smugglers”, the white house in
Smugglers Lane, off the Petersfield Road, was one
such centre, with hidden cellars and a 200 foot well.
Most houses and cottages in the area would have
had their caches of illicit goods and “moonshine”,
which were also hidden in woods, high hedges, and
even in the tithe barn behind the Old Parsonage. On
Sunday evening the villagers would flock to
Monkwood after the evening service in St Peters
where the goods were displayed for sale, “like a Fair”.

Rev. Samuel
Maddock
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Ropley House

The 18th century Squire of what is now Ropley
Grove, Major Lavender, JP, churchwarden, and
member of the Hunt, was a leading smuggler, and
his hidden cellar was not discovered until 1928. Reportedly whilst visited by unwelcome excise officers
he wined, dined and delayed them till his groom
could hide the contraband. Young Mr Duthy of
Ropley House was also reportedly involved, using
his father’s horses at night to help the smugglers,
and on his father finding out he was ordered out of
the house, but his sisters helped him out with money
and food which they let down to him at night from
their bedroom window.
The first major rift between Vicar and people
in Ropley occurred with the Vicar Samuel Maddock,
the dominant figure of village history in the 19th
century. It was under him that the outlines of the
current village and its institutions first took shape.
Vicar for 53 years, from 1818 to 1871, he was sternly
opposed to smuggling and to the drinking habits of
the village. A regular group of men and women
would spend their Sundays drinking under the
boughs of the great yew tree in the churchyard,
which in those days spread as far as the porch. A
form of irregular warfare developed, with pails of
water, and effigy of the Vicar hanging from a tree,
until a group of young men attempted to murder
him but were frightened into repentance by a thunderstorm at the critical moment. They rushed up to
him and begged forgiveness, and the Vicar lived to
the ripe old age of 85. This and other stories were

passed on by Miss Maddock to Marianna Hagen
who collected them in her “Annals of Old Ropley”,
published in 1929.

Living
The squires, gentry, vicars, and to a lesser extent the
“tradesmen” in Ropley, as elsewhere, have always
lived relatively well. Most of the inhabitants of Ropley down the ages worked on the land and did not
feature so strongly in the reports. They would have
lived in “tied” cottages, a relic of a system which began with the Norman conquest, when the reigning
monarch was recognised as the sole landowner. Parcels of land were granted either for an unlimited
period (“fee simple” or freehold), or for a fixed period (leasehold). These parcels of land were granted
for services rendered, usually in war, and the senior
ranks then granted portions of their land to their
own dependants under similar terms to squires who
were responsible for supplying them with men and
arms. These in their turn employed men on their
farms under the same conditions.
Eventually the peers and other landowners
were enfranchised by the monarch, retaining their
lands in free or leasehold. The yeomen or serfs however remained subject to the conditions of the landowners, and the tied conditions under which
cottages were held remained in force. A small
number of houses in Ropley are still “tied”.

Up until the mid 20th century most cottages in Ropley were still dependent on wells for water, or rainwater collected from the roofs, and oil or gas lamps
for lighting. A typical cottage around the turn of the
century had a thatched roof, a flower garden in the
front, and roses around the door. It sounds idyllic,
but in a cottage like “Little Barton” opposite the Police House on the Petersfield Road 3 families with an
average of 5 children each would have been
crammed in conditions that would be hard to describe nowadays as other than squalid. The floor was
generally of earth, with no damp course. Windows
were small and interiors dark. Bedrooms were often
in windowless attics reached by a ladder. Heating
was from one central fireplace, and the search for
kindling and wood was a constant preoccupation.
The toilet was an earth closet in a shed outside,
alongside the pigsty and hen house.
Children were expected to do their share of the
work, there was little time for “leisure”. One quarter
of all children in rural villages in England suffered
from malnutrition in the early part of this century.
School was attended when it didn’t conflict with
harvest or other field work. The lanes were muddy
and often flooded, travel of any kind was difficult if
the weather wasn’t good. Social gatherings were in
the Church or ale-house, with occasional excursions
to Alresford for market days. Average life expectancy
was only 40 in the mid 1880’s, improving to 60 by
the First World War.

Two early views of Little Barton.
On the left you can see it as three
dwellings with The Dene in the
background — Dene Stores and
the adjacent garage are clearly
visible. Hard to imagine that some
20 people would have lived here…
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Timeline
The key dates in relation to outside events are as follows;

1086
1000’s
1400’s
1500’s
1592
1600’s
1620
1624
1644
1665
1677
1700’s
1700’s
1726
1730
1745
1746
1749
1753
1766
1788
1800’s
1826
1839
1845
1846
1851
1856
1856
1861
1864

Domesday survey
(late) St Peter’s built
Soames Place built, bell tower added to church
The Forge built, The Old Farmhouse built, The Old Parsonage and Tithe
Barn built
Silver communion cup presented to St Peter’s
Manor Farm House built
Devastating fire in Alresford
Restrictions introduced on timber framed houses
Battle of Cheriton, 3 miles from Ropley
Great Plague of London
The first of the Budd family settle in Ropley area
(early) Ropley House built
(late) The Old Vicarage and Ropley Grove built
Church clock installed at St Peter’s
North Street Farmhouse built
Turnpike Cottage built
The Malt House built
Fourth church bell cast for St Peter’s
Act of Parliament to build A31 as we know it today
William Howley born – Archbishop of Canterbury 1828-1848, who
crowned Queen Victoria – he was raised in “Archbishop’s Cottage”
The original Vicarage, Ropley Lodge and Hall Place were built
Ropley Manor built
First school opened by Samuel Maddocks along Petersfield Road
Tithe map of this area produced
Gold torque dating from 800-1000 BC discovered
Hampshire hunt kennels established in Ropley
Census — population of Ropley 818, First post office opened in Ropley
-1932 Miss Marianne Hagen, author of “Annals of Old Ropley”
Horse and Groom (between East Tisted and Farringdon) burnt down
Alton, Alresford and Winchester Railway Ltd formed, work starts on
railway at Ropley
Anchor Inn burnt down
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1869
1871
1879
1882
1883
1888
1894
1895
1909
1918
1921
1922
1934
1936
1938
1945
1948
1952
1957
1960
1962
1966
1973
1974
1977
1981
1981
1986
1989
1991
1995
1998

Methodist chapel, now Eleanor House, built. New school built in
Church Lane
Lye Farm burnt down
The Tichborne’s claimant trial
Ropley becomes a separate parish
Coffee Room opened
Ropley School enlarged
St Peter’s Church rebuilt
Ropley and West Tisted Cottage Garden and Allotment Society founded
Dene Stores and bakery opened, Methodist Chapel opens
Wooden Parish Hall built
First tractor in the village and first TT (tested for tuberculosis) milk herd
Ropley Women’s Institute founded
First mains electricity available
Monkwood Mission Church established
New Parish Hall opened
Mains water came to Ropley (though many houses still without in the
1970’s and at least one as late as the mid-1990’s)
Cricket and football pitches cleared
Mains electricity widely came to Ropley (similarly, took to the end of the
1970’s for all houses to be connected)
Bowling Green laid
School modernised
Cricket pavilion opened
Pram Race started
Railway closed
Ropley Football club promoted to senior division
Mid-Hants Railway Co. opens the Watercress steam railway
New tennis pavilion built
Census; 1432 population of Ropley excluding West Tisted
New Bowling Club clubhouse built
New surgery built; a good example of modern architecture
Census; 1535
Ropley WI closed for the second time
School extended
Ropley at the Millennium — 11

Recent Times
Ropley really took much of its present form in the latter half of
the 19th century, owing much to the building of the railway
(1861, closed 1973, re-opened 1977) and the existence of the
Hampshire Hunt. Much was also due to the Hagen family in the
form of landscaping and planting trees. The school was built on
its present site in 1869 and the Coffee Rooms in 1883.
In this century a major influence in the village has been
the two world wars. Men from Ropley representing all three
services were actively involved in both wars, and the names of
the dead are commemorated on two marble tablets in the Parish Church of St Peter’s. Forty men lost their lives in the 191418 war and a further 19 men were killed in the 1939-45 war.
At the time of the First World War the population was
about 1000. There has been a steady, but unspectacular growth
since. The major differences have been in the nature of employment, with more people finding work outside the village, and a
greater number of “newcomers”. Standards of living have risen
enormously in line with the rest of the south of England, and
the house price increases of the last couple of decades have accelerated the trend of people earning their living elsewhere, and
moving into the village for its attractiveness.
The village has been part of a Conservative constituency
over the years, though the local Parish Council is independent
and free from party politics.

St. Peter’s Church
— at the heart of
the village
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Troops marching
through Ropley
during the First
World War

It’s not possible of course to give an up-to date history of Ropley without mentioning the fame, or notoriety, it has gained in
the late 1990’s, with the split between the incumbent vicar and
some of the congregation. “Holy War in Ropley” covered the
front page of one national Sunday supplement in 1999, just one
of many articles in the national press on the split. Even in the
days of Ropley’s renown as a source of mead in the 11th century, or of bootleg brandy in the 18th/19th century, it is unlikely
that it ever reached this level of recognition. The formidable
Rev. Maddock would not have been known outside this area of
Hampshire, and his dispute with the locals was generic of the
times, whereas the current one has created something of a precedent in the Anglican communion for lay leadership. We return
to this in Part 2.

A Place I Know
We end Part 1 by including the reminiscences of one
of the older residents of Ropley, Grace Strong, who
lives in Town Close. It was written in October 1967,
and captures the flavour of what living here was like
in recent memory.
“When I first came to Ropley in 1936 my village was
famous for smuggling; and for making mead for
William the Conqueror; and for being the childhood
home of the Archbishop who crowned Queen Victoria.
These facts used to be known by the school children as well as the old men; the latter used to tell also
of the year of the deep snow, when they walked on the
tops of the hedges; and of when they turned out with
the “Fencibles” for Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee.
They were proud of the common stock of knowledge, by
which they recognised that they belonged to their village and were no mere “in-comers”.
The schoolmaster who retired after forty years at
the Village School, which was a school for all ages of
children then, used to live in a little red brick house by
the cricket ground — a little quiet meek-looking man
who went to church in a bowler hat and was never
known to raise his voice; but when the cricket balls flew
uncomfortably close to his windows he only had to
come out and scan the field in silence for the big, often
middle-aged men, who had been his pupils, to come
and apologise and call him “sir”.
An old Ropley cottage

The tempo of life was not fast, and fashions and news
reached us late; but the young had little to compare it
with, and did not show many signs of wishing to take
employment far afield; they went to work on the farms
which had little in the way of modern machinery, but
looked prosperous.
The cottages were picturesque slums in most
cases; there was no mains water in the village and the
wells often went dry. In outlying lanes the slums were
not even picturesque, they were corrugated iron shanties smothered in decaying vegetation, without electric
light.
Today the main water runs through the village
and main drainage is on its way(1). There is no house
without electricity and few families without a car.
The children do not know the old stories, neither
do they explore the village much, and have been heard
to say with conviction “we don’t see any kids down our
way”. In order to remedy this state of affairs they are
taught nature study in school — the country knowledge and expertise which used to be a part of life, now
taught as a subject. But they are proud, and justly, of
their splendid school, into which they rush joyfully
each morning to see what exciting new ploys are in
store for them. They go to Paris for the weekend and
later cruise to Turkey or Greece; they go to Portugal
and Italy for their holidays. “Where did you go?” one
asked another in the bus. “Majorca”. “Where’s that?” “I
don’t know”, said the traveller, “we flew”.
After eleven of course they go to the secondary
school away from the village, and their one
idea when they leave school is to go right
away to work — to bright lights, coffee
bars, “life” away from the dark lanes, the
houses far from bus and train, and “nothing to do in the evenings”. In any case, their
families won’t be staying long; Dad’s firm
will be moving him on, for he won’t get
promotion otherwise, and after four or five
years or so they will all go away to some
other community.
The old cottages have been bought up
by business couples who have converted
Ropley at the Millennium — 13

The Star in a
bygone, thirstier
time

Editorial notes:
(1) – mains drainage is still not available
in the village.
(2) – the four pubs are now cut to two,
the Anchor and Chequers. The loss of the
Star is particularly grievous as it means
there is no pub in the heart of the village.

them charmingly. “They’re welcome”, the former inhabitants (now in council houses) say: “who wants an
old place where you butt your head every time you
stand up? Give me a nice modern house”. The neat,
convenient bungalows have shot up along the
roadsides with gardens that would put a public park to
shame.
When I first came here, the surnames scored into
the old tombstones in the churchyard were the same
surnames that you often met in the little shops, on the
farms, and in the four (still flourishing) pubs(2), and
many of them were related to each other and could tell
you many long, often libellous or ribald, stories of each
other when young, in a Hampshire burr that lent colour and emphasis to their speech.
There are fewer owners of these names now, and
they are growing older. The parish boundaries, the
rights of way, the history of the village, are
locked up in the memories of these members of the over-sixties club, and the sense
of being part of a place with its own tradition and quality will die, I think, with
them.
Is it a bad thing? Is it a good thing?
Has it been replaced with better things like
the well-educated children, the prosperity,
the knowledge of the world, and perhaps
the feeling of belonging to the world rather
than to the village?
Will they ever be able to say, or want
to say, of any place, as I after 30 years can
say, “This is a Place I Know?”
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Much of what Grace Strong talks about as
being of central value in her experience
of the village can not be recovered. To put it briefly,
her generation was the last to enjoy the countryside
before it was changed for ever by modern agricultural practices, chemicals, and mass transport by
road and car. It was also the last before the advent of
modern medicine for everyone through the NHS,
better living conditions all round and the widespread use of modern conveniences like vacuum
cleaners, washing machines, and widespread, accessible, education, leisure and transport. Two generations on, we live with this inheritance, and face the
task of keeping the best of the old and the new,
mitigating the adverse effect of the one on the other.

The Star just prior to its closure and
conversion to a private residence

The Appraisal —
how it was carried out
When the Appraisal committee began work it
quickly decided that the aims were;
❑ to identify the primary village concerns and to
provide actions for their solution
❑ to document the village and its environment
❑ to involve the whole village and enhance the
community spirit
❑ to produce practical recommendations for action by the Parish Council and East Hants
District Council
The above aims were to be achieved by the time of
the Annual Parish Meeting in March 2000 together
with the presentation of the results to a public meeting
To help establish the key issues concerning the
village a list of issues were circulated to all active
organisations asking them to prioritise them in order of importance. The results of this survey were
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

Transport
Local Environment
Education
Health and Local Services
Sports and Social Activities
Housing

Surprisingly, retail services, local government, employment and religion received little priority, especially the latter, in view of the recent concerns in this
area.
The next step was to draw up a list of questions
on the above key issues together with a number of
household questions which included age, sex and
number of people in the household etc...
The task was facilitated by the use of a special
computer software package for Village Appraisals

which contained a menu of 324 basic questions
from which the 65 final questions used were mainly
selected.
A provisional questionnaire was piloted in 20
homes; 10 in the village centre around the Pond
Stores and 10 by the Dene Stores. The 32 page questionnaire finally produced consisted of 65 questions
with a space for comments. It was made clear that
anonymity and confidentiality of the respondents
would be preserved. In June the questionnaire was
delivered by a willing band of 36 volunteers to each
household in the village. Completed questionnaires
were collected the following month.
A total of 455 questionnaires were returned out
of the 605 delivered, giving a response rate of 75%
and representing 1224 people. The 989 individuals
who answered the questions were over the age of 11,
or 93% of the respondents eligible to answer the
questionnaire. The committee consider therefore
that the combined answers to the questions broadly
represent the views of the people of Ropley as a
whole. A further 18 (3%) questionnaires were returned either blank or incorrectly filled in, and
could not be used. A further 15 houses (2.5%) were
empty. This nearly achieved in total the 80% target
set by the committee.
The 100,000 separate answers were next entered onto a computer by a team of volunteers, led
by Rachel Williams. The Appraisal Committee carried out further analysis of the open-ended elements
of the questionnaire and gave detailed and exhaustive consideration to all the information collected.
The results of this analysis are set out in the remaining sections of this report, which provide the answers to all 65 questions. Where total numbers have
been quoted these were obtained by extrapolating
the results from the questionnaire for the whole village.

Ropley at the Millennium — 15

The Character of Ropley
Through most of its history Ropley would have been
largely self supporting, at least before the arrival of
the Alton-Winchester railway in the 1860’s.
By the end of the 1914-18 war the population
was nearly 1500, which decreased to 1090 when the
area was reduced by the formation of a separate parish at Four Marks in 1932.
By 1939 the village had changed a lot from
1851. Agriculture was still the main occupation, but
there was much more contact with other towns and
villages. Many people with no previous connections
with the village were coming to live here, either
those working in Alton or Alresford or those who retired to live in the country.
In the 1991 census the population is given as
1535, and the population in 1999 from the Appraisal
is estimated to be 1632 which is a 6.3% increase on
the 1991 census, against a 7.1% increase in the previous 10 years. There is a similar growth over the period in the number of households, a 7.6% increase.
A high number of households also keep horses
(11%), with a further 9% keeping poultry and 4%
keeping either sheep or cattle, reflecting the village’s
rural nature.
After the first World War there was little control
of local planning, and this period led to the building
of houses and bungalows called “colonials”, most of
which were erected by returning soldiers and in-

tended to be temporary. There are only a few left in
Ropley, but there are many still in the lanes around
Four Marks. These bungalows, originally built on
one to three acre plots of land intended to provide a
living for the soldiers, have largely been converted
into “executive” housing which has grown up over
the last 20-30 years.
Much of the housing is in the form of ribbon
development along Monkwood, Parkstone Lane,
Stapley Lane, Petersfield Road and Gascoigne Lane.
This stems in part from the slump in private ownership after the Second World War, as many of the
houses were built for letting and at that time rents
were capped at £1 per week. As a result houses could
be bought cheaply, eg; the Railway cottages in
Darvill Road were sold for £250. Building land was
also cheap, with plots on Gascoigne Lane being
offered for as little as £150 each.
The application and frequent reviews of planning laws in the 80’s and 90’s has appeared inconsistent. Garage conversions and dormer windows
that overlook and affect nobody can be turned
down, while substantial housing goes through on
appeal seemingly irrespective of whether the positioning and materials are in keeping with the locality or not. Planning committees tend to dismiss
representations from local residents or societies that
planned buildings should conform to the local style,

A typical ‘colonial’
— one of the few
remaining in
Ropley
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The Old
Farmhouse
Gilbert Street
— circa 1550
with later
additions

on the grounds that these matters are too subjective
(what is the local style?) or too expensive.
As time goes on of course there is less of an obvious “local style” to conform to, and there’s a danger of the village becoming indistinguishable from a
suburban development, as has been the lot of many
similar villages.
There are two Conservation Areas in the centre
of the village where strict planning restrictions do
play a role, though they cannot force the extensive
overhead wiring to be placed underground, as this
was installed prior to the granting of the conservation area status. Some would say that in the relative
balance of conservation and expenditure this would
be worth doing.

As a result of this housing in Ropley is a wide mixture of the old and new, ranging from the 16th C
(some earlier) to the modern buildings seen today,
which vary from excellent to poor in the way they
blend in with the village. Though the population is
approximately double what it was 150 years ago the
number of buildings is many times that. Previously
cottages would have supported several times the
number of people that live in them now, and may
have been of the “wattle and daub” construction,
without substantial timber framing, which once
abandoned can sink back into the earth in a matter
of a decade or two.

Chalk Cottage,
Soames Lane
— in typical
“local style”
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Households
A comparison of
the age profile of
the population of
the village between the 1991
Census and the
1999 questionnaire

40

Percentage of population

35
30
25
20
15
10
5
0
0-4

5-15

16-44

45-Retired

Retired-74

75+

Age range
1991 Census

1999 Questionnaire

The Questionnaire
examined specific
Household questions
comparing the answers
with the 1991 census
Children 16 years
of age — % of
population

20.1

20.1

Source

Despite the growth in the number of households 26 of the respondents (5.7%) are currently in need of alternative accommodation, the majority of these are the sons and daughters requiring rental accommodation.
Of the 94 children aged between 4 and 11 identified in the
Questionnaire 60 were being educated at Ropley school, the
balance presumably travelling out of the village to other
schools.
Residency in the village is evenly split with approximately
one third of respondents having lived in Ropley for less than 5
years, with another third residing between 6 and 15 years and the final third
England and Wales
being here more than 16 years to 50 years,
Census
with 31 residents having lived here for
more than 51 years. There is no real divide between the long term residents and
Hampshire Census
“incomers” of Grace Strong’s day any
more, as the great majority could be
called that by the old standards. It may be
Ropley 1991 Census
true that “incomers” still feel that way, but
perhaps that has more to do with expectation and the pace of modern life than
Ropley Questionnaire
reality.
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The rural nature of the village with its wide geographical spread
(one of the largest in Hampshire) and the lack of public transport is reflected by the 1200 plus roadworthy vehicles kept in
the village, which averages 2 per household. The number of
households without a vehicle were 34 (7.5%) with half these
being persons over 75 and living in the village centre. This compares to 24% for Hampshire as a whole, confirming the
dependency on the car in a rural village.
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Why did respondents to the questionnaire move
into the village?
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It seems that Ropley is a relatively prosperous place compared
with Hampshire and more so of course within the setting of the
British Isles as a whole. With a relatively high proportion of retired and well-off residents, an existing strong local community
feeling, an attractive setting, it should be possible to manage the
village to benefit both the residents and the environment.
Many residents (34%) indicated that they had problems
with surface water on the highway. A small number, 6%, continue to have problems in their house and garden. A major contributing factor is thought to be local residents who deposit
grass and hedge cuttings in the ditches, and the Hampshire
County Council contractors who do the same.
Nearly half of the people were in favour of more Dog Mess
Bins. 29% suggested that they be located around the recreation
ground, though there are two there already. There were numerous other suggestions, the most popular being around the
Church. One respondent felt that provision should be made for
horses as well!

Hampshire Hunt
meeting close to
the Anchor
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90% of the respondents
have moved into the
village…

Housing
With the recent announcement that Government might support the draft development plan for over a million houses in the
South East, there is likely to be more pressure on rural communities. It was interesting to see the views of residents of Ropley
on this subject, when asked what kind of accommodation do
you think Ropley needs?
When asked what type of development would be acceptable there was strong support, 449 (55%), for the conversion of
redundant buildings, followed by single dwellings in controlled
areas which was backed by 335 (41%) of the people. There was
also support, 240, (29%), for small groups of less than 10
homes. Finally there was the usual “Not In My Back Yard” group
213 (26%) who wanted no development at all.

There was a surprising
result, especially when
there is little local demand
for homes — the Appraisal
showed 26 people requiring
them. The problem with
restricting homes to local
people is that need is never
there when they are
available, as was the case
when the last development
at Meadow View was
completed.
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Employment
Retail

3.4

Transport
Type of business
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Ropley by residents of the village

2.6

4.3

Tourism e.g. catering, B&B

Building/Construction

13.7

22.2

Finance/Professional Services

24.8

Agriculture/Horticulture

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Percentage of respondents

In an interesting contrast with today the 1851 census, when the population of Ropley was half what it
is now and the village would have been much more
self contained, shows only 5 “private residents” and
some 20 tradesmen. Other workers would have been
farm labourers and were not listed separately. Trades
listed were farmers (7), wheelwright, butcher, corn
dealer, publican, carpenter, cobbler, plumber, glazier,
followed in 1867 by churn maker, basket maker,
draper, and in 1878 land measurer, timber dealer,
mallster, bricklayer, threshing machine owner. By
1911 the list was 30 private residents and 60 com-

Changes have come with
the diminishing proportion
of people dependent on the
land for their living who
travel outside the village to
work
How far from
Ropley do residents work?
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mercial, now including doctor, coal merchant, cycle
repairer, motor engineer, and poultry farmers.
The proportion of “owner-occupiers” is now
much higher. As with all rural communities, perhaps
more so than most, the change has come with the diminishing proportion of people dependent on the
land for their living who travel outside to work.
Within Ropley itself there is not much employment,
and the need for many to commute, along with the
higher standard of living, has led to the transport
problems.

Over 30 miles from
Ropley
18%

Within Ropley
20%

Within 5 miles of
Ropley
13%

Within 15 to 30 miles
of Ropley
22%

Within 5 to 15 miles
of Ropley
27%

Manor Farm —
Farmed by the
Graham family.
Also includes the
land which used to
be Dean Farm.

117 businesses were identified in the questionnaire,
but the majority of them do not employ other people. The largest employer is the school with 21 employees, followed by the Toyota garage and the Dean
surgery with 18. Many of these jobs though are filled
by people from outside the village.
Farming is still a significant feature of Ropley
life, although due to modern mechanisation it is no
longer a major employer. Most of the acreage is now
farmed in large units of nearer 1,000 acres rather
than the 200 acres common a generation or so ago.
No commercial dairy herds remain in Ropley, but
livestock — particularly sheep — are an integral
part of our countryside and heritage.
There are a number of specialist nursery growers,
particularly Lyewood and Oakleigh nurseries on the
Petersfield Road, and Ropley has its own winery,
with Court Lane Vineyard being established in 1978.
Stephen Flook now runs this as a small family concern, and since 1993 the wine has been made and
bottled on the premises. Traditional pruning methods are used to train the vines (see photo on page 3),

which grow well on the drained light clay loam overlaying flinty chalk.
A more modern industry is the manufacture of
“polytunnels” by McGregors in Monkwood, and
there are a number of poultry units and sheep farms
on a smaller scale.
59% of the respondents are economically active
(employed or seeking employment). This is a decrease on the 1991 Census when the percentage was
62%. However, the number unemployed has declined during the same period, down to 2%. The
number self-employed is 19.3%, with 7% employing
other people.
Only 20% of the people questioned work
within Ropley, and two thirds travel more than 5
miles. Of the 59% actively employed the proportions are shown on the pie chart on the facing page.
The most popular method of transport to work
is the car or motorcycle which is used by 84% of
people. It is not surprising that only 4.2% use public
transport and this includes those undertaking training or study.

Lyeway Farm —
mixed arable and
livestock (although
the livestock were
photo-shy when
this picture was
taken)
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© Ropley Village Appraisal Committee. All rights reserved.
Map is for illustrative purposes only and may not be to scale
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Transport

Options

The first main road through Ropley came in 1753 Car Parking
with the Act of Parliament authorising toll roads
and turnpikes. The roads were seriously challenged With 1200 roadworthy vehicles in the village this
by the railways in the 19th C, to the point that the was one of the key issues of the questionnaire with
County Surveyor in 1953 said of those days that the village split equally three ways; 33% wanting
“everybody thought that the day of the roads was more, 33% against and 33% having no opinion.
finished. This period of neglect led to some of the There were 304 suggestions for more parking. The
things we are suffering from today, such as bad main areas of contention were;
foundations”. In the 1960’s a general reconstruction
programme was undertaken, and the A31 was im- ❑ Around the Church, from Vicarage Lane and the
proved. Alignment was improved at the Dean to inPondside Stores to the school.
crease visibility along its length, and to cut down the ❑ Ropley Dene and Darvill Road (Toyota garage)
number of accidents at the Chequers. Footpaths ❑ Dunsells Lane where parking could be increased
were run alongside from Bishop’s Sutton up to the
by extending existing bays and making new ones
Chequers in North Street. After the war there was a
towards Town Close
regular bus service into Alresford and Petersfield, ❑ Surgery, which may be soon resolved
but this declined with the growth of car ownership.
❑ Watercress Line parking
As said previously the most regular means of
transport is the car, therefore it was not surprising The lack of off-street parking in Church Street is
that only 75 people (9%) experienced difficulty in perhaps felt the most keenly, as affecting the rural
getting out of Ropley. Half of these were households character of the village. Whether the Parish Council
without a car or younger people in the village. It was can provide extra parking, or whether this would
disappointing that there was little support for a simply result in more car parking spaces with the
community bus service with 91% of the respondents road still used for car parking as before, is an open
having no opinion.
question.
Less than half the number of people with transport difficulties, 28, said they would regularly use a
voluntary car service, which is about the same
number of volunteers willing to participate as a
driver in such a scheme. but one wonders
if a formal scheme was set up, would it go
53.9
No opinion
the same way as the community bus?
Access for those with
10.7
There was more support for imdisabilities
provements in the public bus service with
Weekday timetables
19.3
843 respondents making the following
Reliability
19.8
suggestions;
20.4
Bus stop location
As with the community bus question a high percentage, 54%, had no
21.2
Weekend timetables
opinion.
Routes

Support for improvements in the
public bus service
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Road Safety
Another key issue, if not the biggest challenge facing the village is road safety, as
most solutions could affect the countryside unfavourably.
There were three questions devoted
to speed control measures and 85% of
the respondents replied, generally supporting or extending speed limits
throughout the village. This is not surprising as there has been an active Road
Safety group operating in the village in
recent years. The Government and the
Council for the Protection of Rural England generally support the lowering of
speed limits through villages but the police are only able to support reductions
where the current speed of traffic is
within a defined margin of the proposed
speed or where there are accident black
spots.

When asked if you
would support action
to improve road
safety, these danger
spots were identified
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Other proposed speed control measures
had less clear cut support. Traffic calming
can be contentious, as shown in the
neighbouring village of Bishop’s Sutton
where opinion is divided as to its success.
Road signs can be useful but equally too
many signs can confuse motorists and
spoil the rural environment. Equally
many felt that pavements and street
lights would change the character of the
village.

Number of supporters

Ropley at the Millennium — 27

Pelican crossings
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One possibility being looked at by the Road Safety
Group and being debated by them with the Police is
the use of Pelican Crossings, perhaps with bollard islands, on the A31. This is a dangerous stretch of
road with 9 serious or fatal accidents along the Ropley section over the last 10 years. But first the road
needs to be surveyed to determine the need, and
though there is money available in the County

Council’s purse for improving current schemes
there is little money for new developments.
The highest response was from 705 people,
81%, of respondents who supported a speed limit
on the Petersfield Road. It is worth noting that between 70 and 80 people would not support any action.

Introduce a speed limit

705

Control

Pedestrians on road
signs

349

More road warning signs

267

Traffic calming

261

Pavements

252

Street lights

Support for speed
control measures
on the Petersfield
Road
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Environment
As seen in the high proportion of people coming to
live in Ropley because of its attractiveness, its landscape is a major asset and the most fragile. Conserving this, whilst allowing for the inevitable use of the
car and its associated problems of safety and parking congestion, is perhaps the key issue underlying
the concerns raised by the questionnaire.
Though many hedges and trees have been lost
in the process of farms merging into larger units the
parish is still well wooded overall, with many smaller
copses and smaller fields, and an excellent network
of footpaths, making it attractive walking country.
There is a good spread of wildlife, with badgers,
foxes and numerous deer. Indeed if you compare the
village today with old photographs of 50-80 years
ago it’s striking how its appearance has improved,
thanks to tree planting and preservation efforts by
villagers through the century.
In carrying out an environmental “audit” on Ropley there are various positive factors:
❑ A large area, of 3700 acres, including a lime
quarry, farm ponds, ducks, and extensive wildlife.
❑ There is substantial underground water, measured and monitored by the River Authority,
though this is siphoned off to supply the rivers
under their management.
❑ The gas and oil pipelines pass underground (but
don’t service the village).
❑ There’s a very good network of footpaths,
bridleways, green lanes; see Ropley Footpaths
book, reprinting next year.
❑ Open space; recreation ground.
❑ Farmers currently use new generation chemicals
that break down quicker, leaving fewer residues,
which helps wildlife.
❑ Two Conservation Areas.

…and some of the minuses:
❑ No large woodland feature.
❑ Electricity/telephone poles an eyesore in many
areas, particularly in the conservation part of the
village. The Ropley Society campaigned for
some years to have these put underground, but
the momentum was lost.
❑ Colonial buildings nearly all gone, creating suburban rather than rural feel.
❑ Road names lacking, Hammonds Lane,
Maddocks Hill, Vicarage Lane, Church St
❑ Litter a problem, particularly generated by the
young coming from school buses, also fly tipping in farmers’ gateways and fields
When asked what should be done to help protect the
environment, 62% of respondents identified recycling as the main action. The second priority was for
an improvement in public transport but there is little evidence from the questionnaire that people are
prepared to use it. A similar situation is expressed by
35% of the people with the desire to reduce traffic,
whereas the all-round use of the car seems likely to
increase. There was also general support (approx
25% of the respondents) for improved rights of way,
energy saving and more local employment.
Recent government legislation to protect
hedgerows and other countryside amenities struck
an accord with the wishes of the majority of the village with 70% of the 300 respondents expressing a
willingness to help with the protection of wildlife
habitats and 200 offering their services to maintain
footpaths.
When asked what landscape features should be
protected, 650 (80%) voted for hedges and ponds.
These were closely followed by trees, open spaces
and banks.
A high number of people (844) answered questions on improving the environment of Ropley and
on roads, lanes and paths to make the countryside
more attractive. Analysis is almost impossible, the
tables show the support for each action and allow
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the reader to make their own judgement.
When asked what disturbances do the residents
of Ropley suffer from the answers were somewhat
surprising with 48% of people complaining of low
flying aircraft and 34% by microlights. Analysing the
location returns shows that the highest number of
complaints are from the outer areas of the village.

Traffic noise is the next biggest offender with houses
near the A31 Winchester Road being affected most.
Whilst not yet a major problem for the village
as a whole (17% complained), this is more likely to
worsen in the future as the pressure to urbanise the
village grows.

1.9

Don’t know

Cut down some trees

10.3

29.6

Let hedges grow naturally

45.6

Actions

Plant new orchards
Plant more hedges with
trees

50.4

56.5

Preserve old orchards

Plant more trees

59.0

Keep hedges short and tidy

62.3

Preserve single trees in
special places

69.2

Look after woodands

Actions to improve
the environment
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Education
The only school in the village is Ropley (C of E) Primary School. It was founded in 1826 by the Rev.
Samuel Maddock, vicar at the time, with William
Faichen as teacher in charge.
The original building on Petersfield Road was
replaced by a new building on Church Street in
1869. Enlarged and modernised in 1960, it expanded
from 1970 onwards, and became increasingly involved in village life, with links being forged between the church and the school. The school badge
was designed in 1977 by Mr Tony Gilliam.
Further building took place during the 1990’s.
Projects included two new infant classrooms to replace the temporary classrooms, new entrance and
admin facilities, double glazing of 1960’s classrooms
and re-tiling the Victorian roof. In 1997 the grounds
were extensively landscaped and a sixth classroom
added.
The school presently has 163 pupils. Of the 125
children 5-10 years old identified in the questionnaire and eligible to attend, two thirds are being
educated at the Ropley school. The survey showed
that there were 88 children between 0 and 4 years
which would indicate that the school should be able
to meet the apparent needs of the village for the next
5 years, assuming that one third continue to be educated outside Ropley.
The school receives very positive support from
parents and families, with a great deal of commitment given by friends and parents groups in raising
finance through fairs, jumble sales, and events.
Given that it operates in the top quartile of the National Performance Tables it is sad to see that 36% of
eligible children in Ropley go to schools outside the
village, presumably to private schools. As a result the
school’s catchment area is wider than it needs to be,
it doesn’t reflect the village as it could do, and children grow up in the village without mixing with
their local contemporaries.
The school has excellent facilities and allows
the local community to hire many of them, but only
31% of the respondents were aware of this policy.

In relation to other educational facilities, 39% of the
respondents believe that after school clubs were
needed. It is worth noting that much of this support
also came from people who did not send their children to Ropley school. There was also a high level of
support (41%) for a holiday play scheme, in addition to the two week holiday family swimming club
run by the school.
The highest support was for Adult Education
evening classes. 313 (69%) people voted in favour,
with computing (44%), keep fit (41%), and languages arts and crafts (both 34%) being the most
popular subjects.
The most recent Ofsted report gave high marks
to the school, saying that the ethos was excellent,
with pupils working well and committed to high
standards. The pre-school induction is good and
valued by new parents and the special educational
needs are also good.
To balance the account of life in Ropley by
Grace Strong earlier in the Appraisal we include this
recent imaginative letter by pupils of Ropley school
to the founder, William Faichen…

The older flintfaced part of
Ropley School
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Mr William Faichen (deceased)
Headmaster
Ropley School
Petersfield Road
Ropley
1 December ‘99
Dear Mr Faichen,
We hope you will forgive our boldness in writing to you as, though we know all about you,
we have never met you.
May we introduce ourselves?
We are pupils at Ropley Church of England controlled Primary School in Church Street,
Ropley. You don’t remember it? This is the big school built by Rev. Samuel Maddock in
1869. It replaced the one you and he founded 173 years ago in the thatched cottage along
the Petersfield Road. The bell and the plaque from your school hang in our entrance hall
next to pictures of your original school so we can imagine what it was like back in 1826.
We are writing to you on the first day of the last month of the last year of the
twentieth century — 169 years after your sad death.
We would like to tell you about our school. It has a big area of land about it. We have
room to play netball on the playground as well as hockey, football, cricket and rounders
on the field. We have even got a swimming pool built by parents in 1973. Don’t worr y —
we still play the sort of games your pupils knew like hopscotch, skipping, chasing and of
course football. Sometimes we play marbles, conkers and singing games. Last year we
even learnt some of the old traditional games!
At the front of the school there is a lovely pond where we study wildlife like tadpoles,
frogs, dragonflies, insects and plants. You will be pleased to know that the fence around
our pond is exactly the same style as the one round your school.
We have six classes now but only about 30 children in each class. We wear a school
uniform. The colours are brown, blue and gold. Our badge shows a golden wheel because
you were a wheelwright and a white cross because Rev. Maddock was the vicar and this
is a church school.
A lot more people work in the school. We have new offices at the front of the school
where our Admin Officer works. She has two computers, a telephone and a fax machine.
Our head teacher (a lady by the way!) has her own office. The staff room has 13 chairs.
Our school is kept warm by oil fired central heating and we have bright carpets in all the
rooms.
We are each going to tell you our special view of Ropley. Stacey came from a big town
called Guildford. It had high buildings, wide tarmac roads, street lights, traffic lights,
brightly lit shops and industrial sites. She loves the winding lanes around Ropley with
their thick hedges where small birds and animals hide. She enjoys the open fields where
animals graze. Stacey’s family have lots of different pets — the chicks are her
favourites. She really likes the kind friends she has at school. Lots of people made her feel
welcome when she first arrived so this is her special memory of Ropley.
Sam lives on a farm. There are loads of machines like tractors, combine harvesters, fork
lifts and buckets. He laughs about the smelly cows and silly sheep. He has even got some
pigs. His house is very big. Everyone rides quad bikes which are a bit different from the
horses used in your day! Sam and his sister come to school by car. It takes about five
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minutes. Like most children he has friends to play at his house and goes visiting them.
After school he does lots of activities like football, swimming and Cubs. He particularly
likes the fact that there are lots of different farms around Ropley.
Tessa loves riding, singing and acting. She plays the flute and learns modern tap and ballet
dancing. Ropley is special for her because it is in the country but it has lots going on and
is a friendly village. She enjoys Brownies and playing with friends. She likes to go for bike
rides with her friends to the recreation ground.
Martin goes to school on the bus. His best school trips are the week he spent in the
Brecon Beacons in Wales, the week at Minstead in the New Forest and going to
Beaulieu. He likes using computers at school and he loves technology.
Martin is in the top class. Every year on founder’s day his class retell the story of the
founding of Ropley School — you remember how you and Rev. Maddock started it in the
belfry at Bishop’s Sutton Church? After the service in St Peter’s Church, Ropley, his
class go to Bishop’s Sutton to put flowers on your grave.
Martin feels that Ropley is not big but there are a lot of things that you need going on
around it. It is easy to get to local towns to use their facilities. He finds the agricultural
activities interesting. He likes hunting for insects and natural objects in his garden. He
really enjoys reading. You would be amazed at all the books in our school library!
There is so much more we could tell you about our school. We have whiteboards not black,
electronic security systems as well as keys, double glazing instead of leaded lights, outside
benches made of recycled plastic bags … but the bell has gone for lunch and it is pizza
today!
Goodbye and thank you for listening.
Yours truly,
Stacey, Sam, Tessa and Martin

An early photo-call
for Ropley School
pupils
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Health
Surgery
During the first part of the 20th century the Surgery
was at Hillside, on the Petersfield Road. Dr Oliver
was the doctor in 1932 when Dr Gillies succeeded
him. He moved to Ropley Lodge in 1938, built up
the practice, and died in 1952.
The present surgery was built in 1955, extended
in 1978, and rebuilt in 1989. Dr John Happel became the main doctor in 1955 after assisting Dr
Gillies, and became a notable figure in the village,
captain of the football club, president of the bowling
club, member of the cricket team, and is currently
chairman of the East Hants District Council.
The expansion of the practice is indicated by
the figures of surgery attendance, up from 6-10 daily
in 1947, 130 daily in 1988, now can reach 165, with
five current partners. The practice has further expanded to combine with one of the Four Marks
practices to form the Watercress Medical Group.
88% of the respondents are registered with the
Dean Surgery in Ropley. Of these 98% visited the
doctor in the previous year (we are either a very sick
village or have some very friendly doctors).

On the other hand only one person availed themselves of the home help and meals on wheels service.
75 (8%) people indicated that they have a
health problem/disability which affected their day to
day living. Of these 28 were registered as disabled.
48 people said they needed help with collecting
medicines and shopping and between 30 and 40
people need assistance with housework and cooking. An average of 10 people needed further help
with dressing and bathing.
It is interesting that 42% of the respondents
said there was a need for a good neighbour scheme
in Ropley (shopping, housework, collecting medicines etc..) which is the kind of assistance that those
needing help require.
There is an active Community Care Group operating in the Village, with 24 volunteer drivers, who
mainly transport people to the District Hospitals in
Basingstoke, Winchester and Southampton. Only 15
people said in the Questionnaire that they had used
the service but 37 people said they would use it
regularly.
The undoubted excellence of the surgery causes
a problem with time spent waiting in the foyer to see
a doctor if an appointment has not been prebooked, though that did not feature in
the questionnaire.

Dean Surgery — a
good example of
modern architecture that blends in
well
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Sports & Leisure Facilities
Helped perhaps by the position of the centre off the
main roads, and the stalwart support of some longterm resident families, Ropley enjoys an unusually
strong community spirit and life, with about 24 local organisations. These cover sports like cricket and
football, bowling and tennis. Shooting and
gamekeeping take place. There is a flourishing Horticultural Society, a bi-annual village Fayre, and the
annual Pram Race. The Dramatic Society performs
in the Parish Hall and there are numerous events
held to support the Playgroup, the School and the
Church.
There were 186 (21%) people who said they belonged to one of the sports or leisure clubs in Ropley. Of the 701 who don’t belong, 484 said they don’t
want to take part in these activities.
A further 116 also gave a number of reasons for
not taking part, from unsuitable opening hours, access problems, lack of transport, to being too expensive. The balance of the respondents blamed poor
publicity for not participating, in spite of
BisMonRopTis, the local magazine.

There was a surprising lack of opinion (86%) on the
facilities for people with disabilities. Only 85 felt
that these facilities were good or reasonable.
Of the 186 members of Ropley Clubs only 144
(77%) actually used the facilities in Ropley, but
more people (244) travel (that car again) out of
Ropley to use either the Alton Sports Centre, River
Park at Winchester, Petersfield Sports Centre or to a
private gym club.
There was a good response to the question on
activities for young people, but 51% of these respondents expressed no interest.
On average 30% were aware of what was on offer at the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Brownies, Guides,
Junior Cricket (three teams), tennis and theatre
group. Between 15% and 20% were not aware of
these activities.
There was a poor response (34 replies) to the
question “Are there any facilities for children over 11
you would like to see in the village”, but 60% of
those who answered the question wished to have
some form of youth club, and there were 104 people
volunteering help.

The Hampshire
Hunt meeting
outside “The
Shant”, more
recently the Watercress Inn and now
a kitchen showroom. Modern
traffic conditions
on the A31 would
make this rather
hazardous today…
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The general question of “what kind of
sporting leisure activity would you like to
see in Ropley” received a good response
with 214 replies, with many responses too
numerous to list. There was a good support for a sports and social club and 502
people suggested an application for a
Lottery grant to further this objective.
Many of the other social activities
take place in the Parish Hall and Coffee
Room. 517 people felt the Parish Hall to
be adequate for the needs of Ropley.
It is apparent that many residents are not aware
of what is on offer in the village, or have not been
prompted nor inspired enough to get involved. Here
is a brief summary, and the recommendations will
take this further. A round-up of some of the main
organisations follows…

Hampshire Hunt
The kennels of the Hampshire Hunt have been in
Petersfield Road for the last 140 years, and the village has the distinction of having a pack of foxhounds, which are regularly seen exercising in the
local lanes. The Hampshire Chronicle details the
hunt locations in season, which are generally in the
surrounding area, and occasionally in the Village.
The Hunt meets at the Anchor, Manor Farm, Hedge
Corner, Bramdean Common and much further
afield. How many people living in the village are involved is not certain. The kennels employ 6 people
full time and are concerned about the effect on jobs
Ropley Cricket Club — in the
background is the Scout Hut

The Anchor Public
House

should there be legislation to ban hunting.

Ropley Cricket Club
The cricket club has been the pride of the village
from the end of the last century. In the 1970’s the
club still consisted almost exclusively of local residents, and notable players in those days were Keith
Stroud, Snowy Bunce, Michael Aves, Mark Munday,
Simon Marchant, Bob Archer, Mike Hutley, Robin
Munday, Stephen Radford, Gordon Rodgers, Dave
Cooper, John Happel, David Ottley and Giles
Stogdon, many of whom are still in the village. Chris
Graham emerged as the highest scorer in the 1980’s.
The cricket club currently fields 6 teams in different
fixtures (a very high number for a village of this
size), plus an emphasis on youth teams.

Ropley Football Club
Bob Etherington and Fred Archer were key to this in
the 1970’s, and the Club went to the senior division
in 1974/5. It was run for some years by Bob Archer,
Fred’s son, who started playing for the club in 1966
and still plays occasionally. Since 1983 they have
played in division 2 of the Basingstoke League. They
also field a side on Sunday mornings in the Winchester league.

Ropley Lawn Tennis Club
Started after the Second World War with Miss
Henderson as the guiding light the Club now has a
membership of approximately 100 and is open to
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Ropley Bowling Club with the green
taking a well-earned winter rest!

the public. They have recently installed flood lighting which causes some minor annoyance to local
residents.

Ropley Tennis Club with
pavilion and floodlights

Pubs
❑ The Anchor Inn
❑ The Chequers Inn

Ropley Bowling Club
The club started in the early 1920’s and was affiliated
to the Hampshire Bowling Association in 1988, but
only has a small following.

The Ropley Society
With some 350 members the Society is the largest in
the village, though few play an active part. It was
founded in 1985 as a pressure group dedicated to
preserving and improving the village and its quality
of life and that of the surrounding area. Its purpose
is to “promote high standards of planning and architecture, and to educate the public in the geography and history of the area”. It achieved a major victory, and some national as well as local fame, when it
successfully fought a planning application to build
the largest grain silos in Europe near Monkwood in
1987. Its current activities are largely confined to
monitoring planning applications, providing school
prizes, an annual barbecue, and 4 talks of local interest in the Parish Hall each year. If the momentum of
this appraisal is to be maintained it may be the vehicle for the recommendations to be translated into
action over the coming years.

Both pubs provide good food and hospitality,
though there have been several changes of ownership in recent years.
The Thursday evening cricket coaching and
other occasions get a sprinkling of drinkers at the
Pavilion on the Recreation Ground, which has a licence to serve members (or associate members), and
is highly recommended for a sunny summer
evening.

Dene Stores —
taken in around
1921. Note the
garage to the right.

Shops
❑ The Dene Stores
❑ Pondside Stores and Post Office
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The Coffee Room — once a meeting
place of the strong temperance movement active in Ropley around the turn of
the last century

Coffee Room

Recreation Ground

Opened in 1883 by the vicar, Thomas Woodhouse,
funded by Miss Hagen, as an alternative to the ale
house. Now the Room is the responsibility of a management committee appointed by the Parish Council. Centenary celebrations were held in 1983,
attended by Mr Gerald Stogdon, great nephew of the
Rev. Stogdon who assisted at the opening in 1883.

The Cricket team used to play in the grounds of
Ropley House until it was thrown out for drinking
beer, and moved to the Recreation Ground. Established after the Second World War, it is the responsibility of the Parish Council. Major improvements
were carried out in the 1980’s, with the provision of
the Tennis Club pavilion, the Bowling Club pavilion,
and the children’s playground (founded by
“ROMPS”). Tree planting carried out in the 1970’s
and 80’s with the help of the County Council and
prompted by the Ropley Society greatly improved
the appearance.

Parish Hall
The present site was largely funded by Sir Alan
Horne of Ropley Manor in 1936. Regularly used by
village societies like the Ropley Amateur Dramatic
Society, talks, jumble sales, Church Fairs, wedding
receptions, discos, etc. — and, as reported already, is
adequate for the needs of Ropley.

Ropley Parish Hall — showing the “good”
part of the car park
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Ropley Station —
Mid Hants Railway.
A busy summer
day.

Watercress Line

Customs

This is a major tourist attraction, and a useful service in its own right, though it does create problems
for local residents on odd weekends (ie; those with
Thomas the Tank Engine). Regular firework displays
with sparks from the engines occasionally set light to
adjoining farmers’ fields.

The annual Ropley Pram race is the main village feature, having been run since 1965. It is organised by a
committee of local sports and other bodies.
There’s also the annual 10K run which has wide
support in the county, and various village walks,
especially the annual Boxing Day walk. This latter is
run under the leadership of “Mac” Macinnes and
has raised large sums for charity. Little else survives
that can be described as a regular “village event”.

Post Office
The future of the Post Office has been in doubt,
along with many similar PO’s up and down the
country. It has moved several times, but seems to
have now settled at Pondside Stores.

Pondside Stores and Post Office — in the
background is Archbishop’s Cottage
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Religion
In 1981 the Friends of St Peter’s Association was
formed on the initiative of Dr John Happel and has
since accumulated funds for future maintenance of
the fabric of the Church. It has been maintained
with loving care by generations of parishioners and
vicars.
Recent years have sadly seen a split between the
incumbent Vicar and many of his flock, for reasons
which may seem a little obscure to the outsider, and
have led to an alternative monthly Sunday service at
the Parish Hall. This has gained national media attention, and despite efforts to effect a reconciliation
the prospects of this at the time of writing still seem
remote.

St Peter’s — a
recent photograph,
looking north.
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“And I say also unto thee,
That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build
my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail
against it.”
Matthew 16:18 (KJS)

St Peter’s — before Victorian modifications

There were three questions on religion in the questionnaire; the first which asked for attendance at
places of worship attracted 831 replies. 48% had attended St Peter’s, another 37% go to other parishes
or the Alternative Service at the village hall, and 39%
go to none. When asked why people attended places
of worship outside Ropley, most people said they
preferred other services or that their religion or denomination was not catered for.

St Peter’s today — spot the difference!

For the majority (76%) St Peter’s is important as a
historic building, for over half it is important as a
focal point for the community, and for 27% it is important for Sunday worship, though only a small
percentage attend regularly. Again for over half it is
important for special occasions.
St Peter’s interior between the wars
The memorial to the Great War dead
is in place. Note the absence of the
organ on the left of the chancel.
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Information
The parish magazine BisMonRopTis was started in
its present form by Jenny Bailey in 1967 and was run
by Norman and Sylvia Armstrong for 15 years till
1988. It was then continued by Bete Wilson and is
currently edited by Annie Beal. It is distributed to
every household in Bishop’s Sutton, Monkwood,
Ropley and West Tisted.
A high proportion of people felt that the
amount of information about what is going on in
Ropley was good or reasonable, while only 7%
thought that information provision was poor and
5% expressed no opinion.
As far as the available sources of information
are concerned, an overwhelming 95% of the 892 respondents obtained it from the parish magazine.
However, 25% sought Ropley information in local
newspapers or consulted notice boards and the village post office.
Regarding the need for additional information
services, a relatively small number of people (345)
expressed the need for more noticeboards, bus timetables or public telephones. Not surprisingly these
needs varied depending on the area lived in but are
probably keenly felt by those responding.
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Before we all started driving to supermarkets, the village shops would have
been the primary information source!
(Harding’s Stores on corner of Gilbert
Street and Court Lane)

Recommendations
Meadow View —
the most recent
development in
Ropley

1 Housing

2 Employment

It is recognised that there is little scope for development. What development there is to be should include low cost homes for young people. Also a survey should be conducted by the EHDC of redundant
buildings with a view to utilising such buildings for
low cost housing.

There is a need to create more local employment as
only 145 of the inhabitants work in Ropley. It is
recommended that the EHDC relaxes its policy on
future planning applications for extensions and
garages used for business. Also sympathetic consideration should be given for the development of
redundant farm buildings for craft or rural activities, or even light industry subject to strict control
on noise and pollution and suitable and safe road
access.

Farm buildings
that are far from
redundant…

Ropley at the Millennium — 43

3 Transport
a) Car parking
This affects everyone, with one third of the residents wanting more provision. Two recommendations are made for
the Parish Council and the EHDC. The introduction of
residents permits for Church Street, Darvill Road and Ropley Dean, and the extension of parking bays in Dunsells
Lane and making new ones adjacent to Town Close.
b) Road safety
It is recommended that the following speed limits are introduced:
– Village centre 20mph
– Petersfield Road 40mph
– A31 Winchester Road 40mph
In addition, that “black spots” should be surveyed with a
view to introducing traffic calming methods. However, they
must be strictly controlled so as not to be deleterious to the
rural nature of the village.
c) Flooding
It is recommended that the Highway Authorities reviews its
programme and methods (leaving cuttings and detritus)
for cleaning the roadside ditches in order to reduce roadside
flooding and that the Parish Council introduces a by-law
prohibiting residents from tipping grass and hedge-cuttings
in ditches and on verges.

Ropley from the top
of Stapley Lane

A31 by the Chequers —
deceptively quiet in this
photo. A different story on
a dark wet night at 5pm.
In the foreground is the
“Chequers Tree” planted on
December 2nd 1999.

4 Environment
With 62% of respondents supporting re-cycling, the EHDC is
requested to encourage more households to participate in their
recently launched collection scheme. It is recommended that
the Ropley Society works closely with the Parish Council to implement the actions identified in the Questionnaire to improve
the environment and make the countryside more attractive.
Also efforts should be made to harness the energies of more
than 300 respondents who expressed their willingness to help.
The Parish Council is requested to review the survey on
types of disturbances identified by the respondents in the
Questionnaire and take appropriate action.
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5 School
More use should be made of the excellent school facilities by the
Village and it is suggested that the Hants CC and Governors
should review hire charges in rural villages and more actively
promote and make affordable their use by villages.
It is further recommended that the Hants CC and the Parish Council review the high demand for Adult Education
evening classes with a view to facilitating their provision.

6 Health and Social Services
The Community Care Committee are recommended to review
the way they promote their services and harness the large numbers willing to help. There is a need for a good neighbour
scheme to assist the 48 people who said they need help with
collecting medicines and shopping. The responsibility for coordinating this programme should be clearly identified and
published.

Ropley School Extension

7 Sports and Leisure
It is recommended that organisations promote their activities
more vigorously by making use of the Public Notice Boards and
BisMonRopTis. As 70% of the respondents in the village consider it important to extend the existing cricket pavilion, it is
recommended that the Sports Club should proceed with its lottery grant application and it be supported by the Parish Council. It is also recommended that the existing clubs collaborate
on setting up a Youth club in the village especially as 100 people
have offered to help.

8 Religion
It is hoped that further steps can be taken to bring a reconciliation of both parties for the benefit of the Village as a whole.
Commemorative
Clock on the
Cricket Pavilion —
installed in
memory of one of
Ropley’s great
characters and
keen cricketer,
Harold “Snowy”
Bunce

9 Information
The need for extra notice boards and bus time tables (despite
being delivered to every household) was identified in the questionnaire. It is recommended that the Parish Council reviews
these requirements, though the committee felt that they were
probably adequate.
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Conclusions
The turn of the Millennium is a suitable occasion to
revisit the past and consider the future.
Overall the residents of Ropley appear reasonably contented, but there are significant concerns.
The split in the church is one, which must (one
hopes) be considered short term. It appears to be
settling down into a cold war situation but there is
no logical reason why it should continue blighting
relations for a decade or two to come.
The lack of awareness of the facilities and organisations available for leisure and recreation is
another, which can be surely overcome with management, communication and enthusiasm.
The lack of involvement in the school of the
children from one third of the residents is perhaps a
more insoluble problem, given the present educational system that exists in this country.
But there are other concerns where it is natural
to feel that something should and could be done, but
where interests conflict, and where long term trends
are going to bring the conflicts into greater focus.
These revolve around the dependence on the car
with its great advantage (and often necessity) for
getting to work, shopping, leisure, and general
transport, and its inherent disadvantages of
accidents, making the roads and lanes unsafe for
children, for walking and riding, and problems of
parking and other environmental effects. Managing
the balance here between convenience and preserving what most people believe to be the real attractiveness of Ropley will be the major challenge.
Underlying this are longer term trends still, to
do with patterns of work and lifestyle. There are under-used farm buildings in Ropley. Is it possible to
develop these as light industrial units for some local
craft employment, or as low cost housing for the
young? Is there the willingness to resist the inevitable increased pressure for more “executive” housing
in the village? Can the village find a place for social
drinking and leisure at its centre? Is the A31 which
divides the village going to become “uncrossable”?
It is the response of the community to issues
like these which will determine how far the village of
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2050 is from the one Grace Strong remembers of 50
years ago. A village with its own sense of community
and place, or a dormitory suburb for commuting,
split into separate sections by the roads. Some recommendations for managing the inevitable change
to the benefit of the residents are outlined above; the
question that remains is whether there is sufficient
support to see them through.
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